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Health Disparities in the COVID-19 Pandemic
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Far Disproportionate Impact of COVID-

19…

Source: National Center for Health Statistics
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% Distribution of COVID-19 Deaths by Race 

/ Ethnicity (Age-Adjusted) in 

Massachusetts

… And Lower Rates of Vaccination in 

Communities of Color

% of MA Residents with 1+ Vaccine Dose 

(As of April 22) by Race / Ethnicity

Source: MA Weekly COVID-19 Vaccination Dashboard



BILH Vaccine Equity – Current State [As of 4/26]

Patients Invited and Scheduling Rates By Race and 

Ethnicity
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Race & Ethnicity Invites sent Phase 2.1 Phase 2.2 Phase 2.4 Phase 2.5 Phase 3

White 815,270 19% 25% 16% 8% 3%

Asian 78,749 22% 21% 14% 10% 5%

Hispanic or Latino 75,215 23% 17% 9% 7% 2%

Black or African American 64,953 26% 19% 9% 7% 3%

American Indian or Alaska Native 1,415 26% 20% 11% 7% 3%

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 1,696 39% 18% 5% 5% 2%

Other 58,269 23% 22% 12% 9% 4%

Unknown 129,621 14% 20% 8% 7% 2%

Total 1,225,188 19% 23% 14% 8% 3%

Race/Ethnicity Disparities Mitigated in Early Phases 



BILH Vaccine Equity – Current State [As of 4/27]

Patients Invited and Scheduling Rates By Language
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Language Invites sent Phase 2.1 Phase 2.2 Phase 2.4 Phase 2.5 Phase 3

English 1,035,016 20% 25% 15% 8% 3%

Spanish 28,289 15% 12% 7% 6% 2%

Chinese 28,457 15% 11% 7% 6% 4%

Russian 3,098 13% 19% 11% 5% 3%

Portuguese 5,062 23% 23% 14% 11% 5%

Cape Verdean 3,478 44% 41% 21% 12% 9%

Vietnamese 2,738 31% 27% 15% 9% 3%

Haitian 1,529 10% 9% 3% 2% 0%

Khmer/Mon-Khmer 1,004 10% 11% 12% 6% 8%

Arabic 936 22% 22% 8% 8% 6%

Korean 768 37% 29% 30% 20% 11%

Japanese 483 28% 41% 13% 19% 5%

Missing/Other 122,679 17% 17% 6% 7% 3%

Total 1,233,537 19% 23% 14% 8% 3%

Vaccination Disparities by Language Remain Prominent



• As of March, a majority the public has 

either already gotten vaccinated or is 

ready to get the vaccine as soon as they 

can.

NOTE: December 2020 survey did not have an option for respondents to indicate they had already been vaccinated. 

SOURCE: KFF COVID-19 Vaccine Monitor. See topline for full question wording.

1. Vaccine confidence has increased as more people have 
seen their friends and family members get vaccinated

• MA may soon hit a point where vaccine 

supply exceeds demand



2. No group is monolithic in their attitudes towards the 

COVID-19 vaccines

• In every 

demographic 

segment there are 

large shares of 

people who are 

ready to get the 

vaccine, others 

who are in “wait 

and see” mode, 

and some who 

are more 

resistant.

SOURCE: KFF COVID-19 Vaccine Monitor (March 15-22, 2021). See topline for full question wording.
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3. People have a range of questions and concerns about the 

vaccine that require different strategies to address

• Some concerns reflect a lack of access to 

accurate information, including concerns 

about getting COVID-19 from the vaccine, 

cost, ID

NOTE: Among those who have not been vaccinated for COVID-19 and do not want to get the vaccine as soon as possible. 

SOURCE: KFF COVID-19 Vaccine Monitor (March 15-22, 2021). See topline for full question wording.

• Other concerns reflect issues with vaccine 

access, including needing to take time off 

work due to vaccine side effects, 

transportation, or concern about not being 

able to get the vaccine from a trusted place



4. Individual health care providers are the most trusted messengers 

when it comes to information about the COVID-19 vaccines

NOTE: Among those who have not been vaccinated against COVID-19. 

SOURCE: KFF COVID-19 Vaccine Monitor (conducted Jan. 11-18, 2021). See topline for full question wording. 

• With trust in national public health 

messengers eroding and becoming 

increasingly partisan over the past year, 

local doctors, nurses, health care 

providers, and other trusted community 

figures have an important role to play in 

supplementing national campaigns to 

increase COVID-19 vaccine confidence 

and uptake.

6% 11

%



5. It is too early to know what effect the pause in distribution of 

the Johnson & Johnson vaccine will have on vaccine confidence

NOTE: Among those who say they want to wait and see how it is working for others before getting vaccinated for COVID-19

SOURCE: KFF COVID-19 Vaccine Monitor (March 15-22, 2021). See topline for full question wording

• Prior to this announcement, the one-shot 

vaccine was an appealing option for a 

large share of those in the “wait and 

see” group. 

• Potential vaccine side effects are a top 

concern, unclear what effect pause will have



• messages about the effectiveness 

of the existing vaccine options at 

preventing serious illness and death 

from COVID-19 are likely to be the 

most effective at bolstering 

confidence among those who are on 

the fence about getting the vaccine.

NOTE: Based on those who want to “wait and see” before getting vaccinated for COVID-19. 

SOURCE: KFF COVID-19 Vaccine Monitor (March 15-22, 2021). See topline for full question wording.

6. Messages about the vaccines’ effectiveness work best with 

the “wait and see” group



Access,  Shared Decisions, Trust and Autonomy
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Other Resources for Vaccine Deliberation

https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/public-

health/covid-19-vaccine-hesitancy-10-tips-

talking-patients

https://www.nachc.org/coronavirus/covid-

vaccine-communications-toolkit/

https://hispaniccommunityvaccinetoolkit.org/

https://spanish.getvaccineanswers.org/

https://blackfaithvaccinetoolkit.org/?_ga=2.14553

9828.1128787812.1619662462-

1321684627.1619369865
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References:

Addressing Mistrust Among Patients of Color, Opel, Peek

https://doi.org/10.7326/M21-0055

Episode 162: Antiracism in Medicine Series - Episode 6 - Racism, 

Trustworthiness, and the COVID-19 Vaccine 
https://clinicalproblemsolving.com/2021/02/25/episode-162-antiracism-in-medicine-series-episode-6-racism-

trustworthiness-and-the-covid-19-vaccine/ via @cpsolvers

RESOURCES FOR CLINICIANS/PATIENTS

https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/public-health/covid-19-vaccine-hesitancy-10-tips-talking-patients
https://www.nachc.org/coronavirus/covid-vaccine-communications-toolkit/
https://hispaniccommunityvaccinetoolkit.org/
https://spanish.getvaccineanswers.org/
https://doi.org/10.7326/M21-0055
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“Move at the Speed of Trust”
-Damian Archer, MD

Benevolence

Act with my best 
interest in mind

• You care about me--
my life matters; 

• my dignity is valued

Integrity, 
Honesty,and
Transparency

• You interpret 
science and 
share knowledge 
honestly and 
fairly  

Competence 
and Reliability

• You are reliable 
and competent  
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TRUST
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ACIP: Safety & Efficacy of the

Johnson & Johnson/Janssen

COVID-19 Vaccine

Rob Duncan, MD MPH, Hospital Epidemiologist

Lahey Hospital & Medical Center

BILH Primary Care Forum

April 29, 2021

DISCLOSURES

I will discuss vaccines for COVID-19 currently approved or pending 

under Emergency Use Authorizations (EUAs)



Massachusetts COVID-19 
Vaccine Safety and Efficacy 

Evaluation Task Force
24 April 2021

--Courtesy of Dan Kuritzkes



VIPIT=VITT=TTS (Thrombosis with Thrombocytopenia Syndrome)

Streiff MB ACIP Meeting 23 April 2021
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Shimabukuro T ACIP Meeting 23 April 2021
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Shimabukuro T ACIP Meeting 23 April 2021



Mammen M ACIP Meeting 23 April 2021

Updated information on Ad26-CoV2-S trials



Updated 4.26.21



--Med Letter April 26, 2021



Potential advantages of Ad26-CoV

Mammen M ACIP Meeting 23 April 2021



Waldstreicher J ACIP Meeting 23 April 2021
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Waldstreicher J ACIP Meeting 23 April 2021



Lee G ACIP Meeting 23 April 2021



Oliver S ACIP Meeting 23 April 2021
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